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\ Greenwich College
Y University of Derby
sleal,
¥ University of Manchester
Y oyleds
¥ University of Newcastle Upon Tyne
o University of Wales, Swansea
\ Asian Development Bank [ABD]
Y Economic Co-operation Organization [ECO]
sleal,
v International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
Y oyled
¥ South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation [SAARC]
0 Common Market Eastern and Southern Africa [COMESA]
\ Cobb Foundation [Rhoda W. Cobb, 1996]
A\ Farris Foundation, Inc. [Timothy J. Farris, 1995]
sleal,
¥ Hershman Family Foundation, Inc. [Ronnie A. Hershman, 1993]
¥ooyled
¥ Phillips-Green Foundation, Inc. [Carol P. Green, 1986]
0 Red Bird Hollow Foundation [Paula Polk Lillard, 1991]
\ Allahabad (India)
Y National Hunebedden Informatie Centrum’t Flint’nhoes [Netherlands,
ol Borger]
¥ Maison de la montagne et du canigou [French, casteil]
¥ ooylais
¥ Volkskunde-und Freilicht Museum [Germany, Konz]
0 Wells Musuem [Canada, Wells]
\ International Society for Bioengineering and the Skin [ISBD]
A\ Africa Genetics Association (Nigeria)
sleal,
¥ Asian Society for Cardiovascular Surgery [ASCVS] (Japan)
0 oyl
¥ International Society for Stereology [ISS] (Norway)
o International Association for Computational Mechanics [[ACM] (Spain)
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Abstract: This research investigated the possibility of the
replacement of printed reference sources by free electronic
reference sources. A content analysis method was carried out on 25
printed reference sources (out of 1364 titles available in Ferdowsi
University libraries) including 5 encyclopedias, 5 atlases, 5
biographies, 5 dictionaries and 5 directories. For each printed
source, a similar electronic one was selected and examined. In both
printed and free electronic reference source, 5 entries (250 in total)
were analyzed according to checklists to see if they match the
content as well as the structural criteria. The scores obtained to each
entry in free electronic sources as well as those in printed ones were
compared. Findings showed that:

1. There is a significant difference between the scores obtained
from the entry analysis in free electronic sources and those in
printed sources implying that free electronic sources have more
capabilities in answering reference questions. Therefore, free
electronic reference sources have considerable capacity to
replace printed reference sources.

2. There is significant difference between the scores obtained from
the analysis of the quality of indexes of the content of printed
sources as well as those of free electronic ones. From the content
point of view free electronic reference sources are more capable
in fulfilling reference questions than their equivalent printed
sources.

3. There is a significant difference between scores obtained for the
structure of printed sources and electronic sources. From a
structural point of view, free electronic reference sources have
more capacity to fulfill reference questions than their similar
printed reference sources

Keyword: reference sources, electronic reference sources,
content analysis, structural analysis, functionality study
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