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Abstract: Informal citations are bibliographic information (title or
Internet address), citing sources of information resources for informal
scholarly communication and always neglected in traditional citation
databases. This study is done, in order to answer the question of
whether informal citations in the web environment are traceable. The
present research aims to determine what proportion of web citations of
Google search engine is related to formal and informal citations.
Webometrics is the method used in this study. The study is done on
1344 research articles of 98 open access journals, and the method
that is used to extract the web citation from Google search engine is
“Web / URL citation extraction".

The findings showed that 10 percent of the web citations of Google
search engine are formal and informal citations. The highest formal
citations in the Google search engine with 19/27% is in the field of
library and information science and the lowest official citations by
1/54% is devoted to the field of civil engineering. The highest
percentage of informal citations with 3/57% is devoted to sociology
and the lowest percentage of informal citations by 0/39% is devoted to
the field of civil engineering. Journal Citations is the highest with
94/12% in the surgical field and lowest with 5/26 percent in the
philosophy field.

Due to formal and informal citations in the Google search engine
which is about 10 percent and the reduction of this amount compared
to previous research, it seems that tracking citations by this engine
should be treated with more caution. We see that the amount of formal
citation is variable in different disciplines. Cited journals in the field of
surgery is the highest and in the field of philosophy is the lowest. This
indicates that in the field of philosophy, wich is a subset of the social
sciences, journals in scientific communication do not play a significant
role. On the other hand, book has a key role in this field perhaps
because date of resources is not important in this field.

Keywords: Informal Citation; Formal Citation; Google Search Engine;
Open Access Journal; Web Citation
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