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Abstract: This paper redefines the epistemological aspects of
information and knowledge with emphasis of the role of context on
these two concepts. Whether the context has an explicit or implicit
impact, its role in the lifecycle of data and knowledge has been
discussed in the scientific literature. Different views of researchers
from different scientific areas especially in knowledge and information
science have been reviewed. Also the different meanings of
information and knowledge in various contexts and the role of context
in understanding knowledge have been discussed. The paper has
taken analytical review as its methodological approach. In this regards,
the philosophical views have been taken into account. Findings
indicate that the context has an important role on both the definition
and understanding of information and knowledge and that these
concepts have different meanings in different contexts.
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2. Vakkari, P., Savolainen, R. and Dervin, B., 1997. Information seeking in context; proceedings of an
international conference on research in information needs, seeking and use in different contexts 14-16
August 1996, Tampere, Finland. London: Taylor Graham, 467.
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Buckland, M. K. 1991. Information as thing. Journal of the American Society for Information Science 42
(5): 351-360.

Buckland, M. K. 1996. What is a “document”? Journal of the American Society for Information Science
48 (9): 804-809.
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