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Abstract: This article investigates the implications of the field of data
ethics for data policy-making. To achieve this, we employed a structural
conceptual analysis method with an implication-finding approach. First,
the field is introduced, and the distinction between data ethics and data
science ethics is discussed. It is argued that their relationship is one of
specific commonality (umum wa khusis min wajh), as data science ethics
generally focuses on the issue of ethical data processing by software
professionals, whereas data ethics concentrates on the production/
collection, storage, optimization, distribution, sharing, and use of data by
corporations. Next, the difference between this field and big data ethics
is addressed. Following a review of relevant research in data ethics, the
field’s implications for data policy are presented across six dimensions:
Data Economy, Data Collection and Creation, Data Ownership, Open
Data, Data Quality, and Data Protection.The findings show that data
ethics, extending beyond common discussions in data science ethics
or big data ethics, possesses a set of fundamental implications for data
policy. In the absence of these implications, the groundwork is laid for
structural biases, data injustice, and corporate exploitation of users.
Firstly, the data economy transforms users into unpaid knowledge
workers, turning their data into a source of commercial value, a tool for
power consolidation, and a mechanism for directing consumer behavior.
The conceptual analysis of the texts indicates that data collection and
creation are never neutral; they are always influenced by ontological,
epistemological, methodological assumptions, and power structures.
Therefore, raw, unbiased data or “fact without interpretation” does
not exist. In the domain of data ownership, it becomes clear that the
distinction between use, control, and access has different consequences
for individual rights, and many common ownership models practically
favor data producers rather than their potential owners. Reviews show
that open data only leads to transparency and public measurability
if informational justice, analytical capacity, and equal access are
guaranteed. Otherwise, it becomes a tool for strengthening the monopoly
of technological elites. In the dimension of data quality, it was revealed
that completeness, consistency, timeliness, and especially “relevance”
play a crucial role in preventing confused decisions and data-driven
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policy errors. Furthermore, the analysis of the findings indicates that data protection - including
preventing unauthorized access, safeguarding data against unforeseen secondary uses, and
controlling the transfer of risk from organizations to users - is a fundamental prerequisite for
public trust and reducing misuse by corporations and governments. Finally, the research
shows that some organizational ethical documents and charters are mostly performative in
function and can serve as a cover for the continuation of unethical behaviors.
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