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Abstract: Research excellence is widely recognized as one of the
key pillars of scientific advancement and sustainable development
in modern societies. The present study aims to develop a national
framework for measuring research excellence in Iran. This research
is applied in purpose and descriptive survey in nature. By examining
national models of research evaluation and drawing on the experiences
of leading countries, a comprehensive framework was developed that
is tailored to Iran’s specific socio-cultural, scientific, and policy context.
The framework incorporates expert opinions and is grounded in national
upstream documents and policies in science and technology. The
Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) technique was employed to prioritize
the identified and validated components and indicators. The framework
consists of five main dimensions, each assigned a relative weight based
on expert judgment. The most significant dimension is impact beyond the
university, with a weight of 43%, highlighting the importance of research
that extends its influence beyond academic circles and contributes
meaningfully to society. This is followed by ethics and national-Islamic
identity at 22%, underscoring the value placed on moral integrity and
cultural authenticity in research. Networked research and collaborations
account for 17%, emphasizing the role of domestic and international
partnerships in advancing knowledge. Research quality and innovation
constitute 11%, reflecting the emphasis on originality, rigor, and scholarly
contribution, while research environment and capacity, with a weight of
7%, addresses the institutional and infrastructural foundations necessary
for sustained research activities. Within the dimension of research quality
and innovation, key components include originality and innovation,
scientific significance, methodological rigor, and qualitative evaluation.
The dimension of impact beyond the university encompasses social,
political, and managerial impacts, cultural influence, contributions to the
development of modern Islamic civilization, economic outcomes, justice
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and inclusiveness, as well as qualitative assessment. The research environment and capacity
dimension include research infrastructure, research dynamism, sustainability of research
efforts, and qualitative evaluation. In the ethics and national-Islamic identity dimension,
the components are research ethics, preservation and promotion of national identity, and
qualitative evaluation. Finally, the networked research and interactions dimension incorporates
domestic collaboration, international cooperation, the promotion of science and technology,
and qualitative evaluation. Among the most prioritized indicators are those that align with the
fundamental mission of research in the Iranian context: identifying and solving real societal
problems, generating original knowledge, achieving inventions and receiving awards, being
cited by researchers in Islamic countries, and establishing dynamic scientific networks. These
indicators collectively signal a paradigm shift—from evaluating research solely by publication
volume to assessing it based on its depth, ethical grounding, and civilizational relevance.
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