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Abstract: Grounded theory is a prominent research method in qualitative
studies. This method enables researchers to conceptualize, identify
problems, theorize about the studied phenomena, generalize findings,
and disseminate knowledge. Despite its widespread acceptance,
many researchers misunderstand and misapply grounded theory,
which negatively impacts the quality of their studies. Neglecting the
indicators for assessing the quality of grounded theory is detrimental,
particularly as it applies to practical fields. Therefore, it is crucial to focus
on quality assessment indicators to ensure the correct application of
grounded theory. This systematic approach’s structured design offers
greater clarity in quality assessment. This study adopts a qualitative
approach with a meta-synthesis method conducted across seven steps
as outlined by Sandelowski and Barroso. The research aims to answer
the question: what indicators assess the quality of studies employing
grounded theory methodology (systematic design)? The study reviews
all accessible full-text English-language resources, including books,
dissertations, and scientific articles. Using reputable databases such
as Scopus and Google Scholar between 2019 and 2025, 21 sources
were selected from an initial pool of 2262 based on specific criteria. For
credibility, the research utilized the CASP framework, Cohen’s Kappa
coefficient, and expert judgment.
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831 initial indicators were identified categorized into 34 sub-criteria and 20 main criteria.

The findings include: clarity of purpose; researcher awareness (expertise in qualitative research
and investigation, having metacognitive information, theoretical and practical understanding,
alertness and sensitivity); feeling for the subject; enthusiasm; creativity and flexibility;
researcher’s willingness; having an interpretive, analytical and critical perspective as well as
communication skills; self-confidence, research ethics; methodological stability (coherence,
clarity and explanation, logical); method adequacy; methodological sensitivity and precision;
the power to explain and justify the concepts and theory produced; as well as continuous
change without the interference of assumptions and the reflectivity of the concepts and theory
produced from the data; depth, richness and complexity in the concept and conceptualization,
being new and up-to-date; economy and brevity in the text and being attractive and creative.
Thefindings are organized into sixdimensions: introductory, researcher-related, methodological,
reporting, textual, and technical. The introductory dimension includes clarity of purpose. The
researcher dimension encompasses awareness, alertness, research expertise, interpretive
and critical perspective, communication skills, self-confidence, and research ethics. The
methodological dimension includes stability, sensitivity, explanatory power, and justifiability.
The reporting dimension addresses categorization and presentation of findings. The textual
and technical dimension includes brevity, creativity, and attractiveness. It is suggested that
researchers pay attention to the findings of this study when using the grounded theory method
to improve the quality of their studies. They should set criteria for clarity of purpose, role of the
researcher, method, generation of concepts and theories from data, and criteria related to the
textual and technical dimensions of the report as a basis for conducting and evaluating studies
conducted using this method. This will allow us to witness an increasing improvement in the
quality of these studies.

Keywords: Quality Assessment of Grounded Theory Studies, Validating Grounded Theory
Methodology, Quality Assessment Criteria for Grounded Theory, Systematic Grounded Theory
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