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Designing a Regulatory Framework for Platforms in Iran: Focus
on Developing Policy Instruments

Purpose: This study aims to develop an instrument-based framework for
regulating digital platforms in Iran, linking the identification of regulatory
challenges to the selection of intervention approaches and the design of
appropriate policy instruments.

Methodology: Adopting a qualitative approach, the study draws on policy
document analysis, a literature review, comparative analysis of international
regulatory experiences, and semi-structured interviews with ten experts in
platform regulation and digital governance conducted in November and
December 2025. The data were examined through qualitative content analysis
and conceptual coding.
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Findings: The findings highlight the importance of algorithmic transparency,
user data protection, effective oversight, and platform participation in
regulatory processes. Insights from expert interviews, policy documents, and
international experiences informed the development of the proposed
regulatory instruments.

Conclusion: The study proposes a policy toolbox comprising six areas:
algorithmic transparency and reporting, data protection and privacy,
competition regulation, user-generated content regulation, self-regulation and
co-regulation, and institutional capacity building. The framework emphasizes
selecting an appropriate combination of regulatory instruments based on the
nature of the problem, risk levels, and institutional capacities. Its effectiveness
remains subject to empirical evaluation through practical implementation.

Keywords: Platform Regulation; Digital Governance; Policy Tools box;
Algorithmic Transparency; Data
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