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Applying the value-added activities of '"research management' and "research policymaking" to
the activities of Irandoc

Mahdi Mohammadi, Associated Professor, Knowledge and Information Science Department,
University of Qom, Qom, Iran. Mahdi.mohammadi203@gmail.com

Introduction

Irandoc (now known as the Iranian Research Institute for Information Science and Technology) was
founded in October 1968 with the missions of "managing science and technology information,"
"training in research collaboration and information dissemination," and "supporting science and
technology activities" in Iran. Today, this institution is one of the most successful research and
information centers, having implemented valuable policies for managing scientific information in Iran.
In this context, it has provided numerous systems and software to the Iranian scientific community.
Given that half a century has passed since the center's establishment, accurate evaluations of its services
and functions are necessary to develop new strategies for keeping pace with modern developments. This
document has been prepared to provide suitable solutions for creating added value for Irandoc's
activities and services.

Methodology

This paper is an analytical work that has been written through the study and evaluation of the IranDoc
dedicated page and the information available on this page, as well as working with its user interface,
using documentary or library research methods. Considering IranDoc's history and the missions
envisioned for it in collecting Iran's scientific information, it can be said that it has functioned
appropriately. However, the emergence of the new scientific field of Scientometrics and the use of its
research in science policy required changes in IranDoc's systems and the user interface of its dedicated
page, so that it could provide the data needed for Scientometric research. This work evaluates IranDoc's
services with this approach in mind.

Main Findings:

Having half a century of experience in the field of "Iranian Scientific Information Management" and
"Scientific Services Support” has created conditions for Irandoc that allow it to move in line with
modern developments by "processing" and "creating added value" to its resources and services in
accordance with its stated missions. It also allows it to make changes in its structure and services to
adapt to current needs. This article presents 13 operational suggestions that need to be considered to
guide "research policymaking." The first solution is to "revise the user interface of the systems and
consider the possibility of exporting data for research activities," because reporting is now a key feature
of any information system, and experts use this capability to meet their management needs and improve
the structure and services of the system. The second suggestion is "organizing research projects."
Throughout the year, numerous research projects are carried out in the country by researchers, mostly
to meet specific organizational needs. However, since no specific organization is responsible for
collecting research projects in the country, Irandoc needs to establish legal mechanisms for this task, by
following up with legislative bodies, to collect all research projects conducted in the country at this
center, in line with its mission of Iranian knowledge management. Organizing theses from universities
and non-governmental higher education institutions is another suggestion. The existence of numerous
higher education organizations and institutions in the country, and the approval and defense of numerous
theses in these centers, necessitate a legal mechanism to provide a copy of the theses produced in these
centers to Irandoc, like the process at state universities. Providing scientometrics services, launching a
questionnaire and checklist system, separating the bibliography from the end of theses and presenting
them independently along with establishing links between the bibliography and the text, launching a
proposed topics system, strengthening Irandoc's resources through a public call and holding the
"Research in Research" festival are other suggestions discussed in this article.
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Discussion and Conclusion: Nowadays, following the emergence of scientometrics, we annually
witness the publication of numerous works that study and evaluate the scientific output of universities
and educational and research institutions, providing valuable solutions for the scientific policymaking
of countries, universities, and institutions. Researchers primarily obtained the data they needed for their
research activities from ISI or SCOPUS databases. The wealth of information collected in IRANDOC
(Iranian Research Institute for Information Science and Technology) can introduce this database as
another hub for obtaining research data in conducting scientometric studies. Achieving this requires that
those in charge incorporate the mechanisms and infrastructure for conducting scientometric research
activities and obtaining various outputs into the system and software produced by this center.
Operationalizing the proposed suggestions will help IRANDOC achieve this goal.
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